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REMARKS 

In the Final Office Action, claim 3 was objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but was said to be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base and any intervening claims. In 
particular, the Final Office Action indicated that the spacing 
between the grooves found in claim 3 provided a structural 
difference between the present invention and Shiraishi (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,144,530). 

With the present amendments, the spacing limitations 
found in claim 3 have been added to independent claims 1, 11 and 
19. As noted in the Final Office Action, Shiraishi makes no 
mention of grooves being separated by such a distance or of the 
resulting effect of such spacing in causing turbulent airflow to 
be kept some distance away from a surface. As such, independent 
claims 1, 11 and 19 and claims 2-8, 12-18 and 21-23, which depend 
therefrom, are patentable over Shiraishi. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. 

The Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency 
required by this paper or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 23-1123. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WESTMAN, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P. A. 
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